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18 April 2024 Attention: Adam Bishop, Pitt & Sherry 

From: Stacey Brodbeck, Envisage Consulting 

Ref: 20623 REV02 Proposed Maules Creek Solar Farm, Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment  

Preliminary Assessment Stage – Update with new project boundary 

 

This memorandum updates the previous preliminary visual assessment for the proposed Maules Creek Solar Farm due to project 

boundary changes since submission of the Scoping Report. 

1.0 Identification of viewpoints to be assessed 

To identify viewpoints, a viewshed of the Site (based on an approximate height of 5.5 metres (m) for the solar panels 

extending close to the Project boundary, and 3.0m across the proposed substation and Battery Energy Storage 

System (BESS)) was used to identify receivers with theoretical line-of-sight to the Project (refer Figure 1).  

Key public viewpoints within 2.5km of the project need to be identified and private viewpoints (residences) within 

4km. 

Public viewpoints on roads or railways within 2.5km 

Public viewpoints identified within 2.5km: 

§ Viewpoints along parts of five local roads within 2.5km – being parts of Glencoe Road, Black Mountain 

Creek Road, Harparary Road, Stoney Creek Road and Middle Creek Road (representative viewpoints would 

be determined during field investigations). 

Private and other public viewpoints (i.e. that are not along roads or railways) within 4km 

13 private (residential) receivers (PR) were identified within 4 km of the Site (measured from the site boundary), as 

well as a community hall. Figure 1 also shows some residences beyond the 4km boundary to provide further context. 

2.0 Application of the Preliminary Assessment Tool (PAT) 

The PAT is based on the vertical and horizontal field of view that a development is likely to occupy when viewed from 

each viewpoint, and is influenced by distance, height elevation changes and width of a project. 

The revised results of the PAT for the Project are shown in Attachment A, 
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MAULES CREEK SOLAR FARM  | LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Theoretical viewshed and viewpoint analysis
Figure 1

031265_LVIA_MCSF_F1_Viewshed_240411_v04

This viewshed represents all areas from
which the project may be visible using a
modelled solar farm height of 5.5 m,
substation/BESS height of 3 m and a
receiver height of 1.5 m. A total of 1,537
points were used to represent the
development footprint.

The viewshed is a preliminary assessment
tool that analyses a bare earth scenario
based on a 5m digital elevation model and
does not consider existing vegetation or
other mitigating factors that may filter or
screen views and therefore represents a
worst case visual scenario.

Viewshed commentary

Viewshed
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3.0 Results - viewpoints requiring a detailed assessment 

Based on the PAT, the following viewpoints require a detailed assessment: 

§ Seven private residences within 4km (refer Figure 1)- being Receivers R1, R2, R4, R17, R18, R29 and 

R30 (which is approved for a house yet not yet constructed). 

§ Viewpoints along parts of five local roads within 2.5km – being parts of Glencoe Road, Black Mountain 

Creek Road, Harparary Road, Stoney Creek Road and Middle Creek Road (representative viewpoints 

would be determined during field investigations). 

4.0 Next stage – site investigations 

§ Residential visits - All seven private residences will need to be visited and photographed. Photomontages 

will be needed from any residences where it cannot be shown that views to Project would be prevented by 

obstructions such as buildings and/or vegetation. 

§ Public viewpoints – during the site investigations views to the Project site from roads within 2.5km would be 

considered, and any locations where clear views are possible would be photographed. Some of those 

locations will likely need a photomontage prepared for to illustrate the possible view of the Project. 

Feedback will be given after the site visit as to the number of photomontages we believe are required.  
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Attachment A
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Table 1: Preliminary Assessment Table  
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Figure 2: Matrix combining vertical and horizontal field of view (Technical Supplement of the Guidelines) 

 
 

 


